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ever larger scale, in teams and without interruption, with an ever reduced
profit margin, with the constant preoccupation of what other countries
were doing, thinking, inventing.

Only federal Europe will be able to give us a more economic realiza-
tion of the division of labour, with the elimination of all customs barriers.
It is enough to think of the weight of the artificial paraphemalia which
nowadays burden almost all of continental Europe; of the industrial
“duplicates” created by protection and of the daily destruction of wealth
deriving from it; of the obstacles to the rapidity of exchanges and the
circulation of goods; of the muddled economic legislation that all this
involves, with a no less muddled and expensive bureaucracy, to under-
stand how it would be sufficient to extirpate this cancer from Europe to
compensate us in a very short time for the strain to which the war has
subjected us. What reasonable person can, without any fear, envisage the
possibility that, after such a gigantic conflict, an economic policy of
preferences, exclusiveness, localization be taken up once again, loading
its burden on exhausted consumers?

A European economy which, replacing with cautious and gradual ad-
justments the particularistic economies of the present individual states,
fully achieves the division of labour, will give us, with the maximum
benefit of the producers, the reduction in prices that will allow consumers
to bear the financial burdens of war without exhausting their own
physical and creative forces.

The problems of the distribution of raw materials, of transport, that of
foodstuffs, which worry all European committees for postwar studies,
will automatically be solved.

And the gigantic widening of the market from a national to a continen-
tal size will have the effect that manufacturers, after a period of adapta-
tion, will see before them such unsuspected capacities of absorption that
industries will derive from it the same enormous impulse shown by
American industry after the Civil War.

41. The benefits for poorer classes and countries.

Itis worth pointing out that the constitution of Europe into a Confed-
eration would bring most benefits to the states which are most backwards
in eivilization and wealth.[...]

And of course, justas it isin the interest of every state that the poorest
and most backward of its regions reach the level of the richer regions as
quickly as possible, because otherwise the whole social set-up would be
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weakened, so it would be necessary for the richest parts of Europe to
promptly bring the less favoured areas to a higer level; building roads and
railways, intensifying education, improving the economy, promoting
banks, elevating social standards with cautious progression.

The working class would benefit immensely from this: because how
would it be possible in a European state that, for example, the French, the
Germans, the English should enjoy old-age and disability pensions, while
the Italian workers had no such thing?

And this series of reforms would regenerate the entire spirit of the old
Continent. They would do away with fanatically patriotic prejudices, the
feelings of jealousy and rivalry, the need to maintain industries and — as
in Germany — social classes, which are useful only because they keep
alive the ideas of power and conquest; they would leave open the way for
the rise of the lower classes and would educate them to an increasingly
wider participation to political life. And finally, as in all areas the
European Federation would have to choose the most advanced models,
and not the most backward ones, it would mean applying the best systems
to those countries where the culture of the masses is less advanced and
therefore a rapid and intensive development of education. Buckle has
written eloquent pages to show all the fruitful effects that perfecting
means of communication, and the freedom of movement deriving from
it,brought due to a greater knowledge of the french character in England.
This demonstration should be repeated a hundredfold, if all the present
states merged into a Federation which unified their aims, directed their
efforts towards common ideals, amalgamated their interests. [...]

(Prefaced and edited by Luisa Trumellini )

NOTE

La Societa delle Nazioni ¢ un ideale possibile?, by Junius, n. 5, 1918. (Junius was
the pseudonym of Luigi Einaudi)
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