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empires, such as the Chinese Empire and the Roman Empire, whose
rulers equated their dominions with the whole of the Oikouméne, the
rulers’ subjects came, in the course of time, to look upon themselves as
being, not victims of alien conquerors, but citizens of an ecumenical state.
The missionary religions set out to evangelize the whole of mankind, and
the Chinese philosopher Mo-tzu held that a human being ought to love
and serve all his fellow human beings with an impartial devotion.
Confucius’ most authoritative interpreter, Mencius, rejected Mo-tzu’s
precept as being impracticable; he stood for the Confucian ideal of a
graduated order of loyalties; but experience shows that love inspired by
personal acquaintance and love for all fellow human beings simply in
virtue of acommon humanity need not be mutually exclusive expressions
of sociality. In India, the range of love has been restricted by the barriers
of caste, but it has also been extended to include Man’s fellow living
beings of every species. In the Oikouméne in the Age of the Industrial
Revolution, human love needs to be extended to include all components
of the biosphere, inanimate as well as animate.

These were the reflexions, in 1973, of one British observer who had
been born in 1889. What, in 1973, were the relexions of the writer’s
fellow human beings? How far were they aware of the past? And how
vigorously were they acting on lessons that they had derived from a
retrospective survey of history?

Evidently few people are ready to recognize that the institution of
local sovereign states has failed repeatedly, during the last 5,000 years,
to meet mankind’s political needs, and that, in a global society, this
institution is bound to prove to be transitory once again and this time more
surely than ever before. Since the end of the Second World War the
number of local sovereign states in the Oikouméne has more than
doubled, in spite of the fact that, at the same time, all the politically
sundered fractions of mankind have become more and more closely
interdependent, on the technological and economic planes.

The Chienese people, who once equated the Chinese Empire with
«All that is under Heaven”, have now resigned themselves to seeing their
country play its role as a member of a set of warring states in a global
arena. Implicitly, the Chinese are ignoring the grim chapter of their own
history when China herself was an arena for local warring states. On the
other hand, the Chinese appear to be alive to the history of China since her
political unification in 221 B.C; for they are making energetic efforts to
avoid a rewcurrence of the estrangement of the civil service from the
peasantry that was “China’s sorrow” ever since the reign of the Emperor
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Han Wu-ti.

In the second century B.C. this Emperor had inaugurated the recruit-
ment of the Chinese civil service by merit, and the assessment of the
candidates’ merit by examination. The Chinese Imperial civil service had
been the best of any in the Oikouméne; it had held together a larger
number of human beings in peace and order for a greater number of years
than any other civil service anywhere. Yet, time after time, the Chinese
civil servants had betrayed their trust and had brought China to grief by
abusing their power for their own personal advantage. China’s leaders
have taken steps to prevent this from happening again. Whether they will
be more successful than earlier Chinese reformers remains to be seen, but
at least the vigour of their current action is a good augury.

If the Chinese take to heart the lesson of past Chinese errors, and if
they succed in saving themselves from repeating these errors, they may
do a great service, not only to their own country, but to the whole of
mankind at a critical stage in mankind’s enigmatic course.

Man is a psychosomatic inhabitant of the biosphere that coats the
surface of the planet Earth, and in this respect he is one among the species
of living creatures that are children of Mother Earth. But Man is also a
spirit, and, as such, he is in communication with — and in the mystics’
experience, is identical with — a spiritual reality that is not of this World.

As a spirit, Man possesses consciousness, he distinguishes between
good and evil, and in his acts he makes choices. In the ethical field, in
which Man’s choices are either for evil or for good, his choices produce
a moral credit-and-debit account. We do not know whether this account
is closed at the death of each short-lived human being or whether (as
Hindus and Buddhists believe) it runs on through a potentially endless
series of reincarnations. For the network of relations between incarnate
human beings that constitutes human society, the account is still open and
will remain open so long as mankind allows the biosphere to remain
inhabitable.

Will mankind murder Mother Earth or will he redeem her? He could
murder her by misusing his increasing technological potency. Alterna-
tively he could redeem her by overcoming the suicidal, aggressive greed
that, in all living creatures, including Man himself, has been the price of
the Great Mother’s gift of life. This is the enigmatic question which now
confronts Man.

(Prefaced and edited by Antonio Mosconi)
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